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DID YOU KNOW YOU  
LIVE IN THE  

RAMSGATE  
CONSERVATION  

AREA?
LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITIES DESIGNATE  

CONSERVATION AREAS TO RECOGNISE, PROTECT  
AND CELEBRATE AREAS OF SPECIAL CHARACTER.

This is a map showing the boundary of the Ramsgate 
Conservation Area as well as listed buildings.

FIND OUT ABOUT THE HISTORY OF YOUR 
PROPERTY: The more you know about 
your property’s history, the more you can 
preserve its contribution to the area’s 
character and sense of place. There are 
lots of sources that can help like the local 
history section in your library or the local 
records office.  This site offers advice 
and links www.historicengland.org.uk/
advice/your-home/your-homes-history

CARE FOR YOUR PROPERTY BY FOLLOWING 
A SEASONAL MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST: 
There are lots of little jobs that you can do 
throughout the year to keep your property in 
good condition.  Cleaning fallen leaves from 
gutters, removing any self-seeded weeds 
from hoppers or masonry and topping up the 
paint on timber doors and window frames 
are small jobs that can prevent damage and 
save you money in the long term. 

JOIN YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY: The Ramsgate 
Society is passionate about protecting 
Ramsgate’s historic heritage and making it 
an even better place to live and work. We 
organise events to learn more about the area 
and the ways we can support its positive 
management. For more information visit our 
website www.ramsgate-society.org.uk

USEFUL CONTACTS:  
Thanet District Council Planning Department 
www.thanet.gov.uk/planning
Historic England www.historicengland.org.
uk/conservation-areas
Ramsgate Heritage Action Zone  
bit.ly/RamsgateHeritageActionZone
The Ramsgate Society  
www.ramsgate-society.org.uk

RAMSGATE  
CONSERVATION  
AREA MAP

In 1805 Samuel Wyatt (Engineer to Ramsgate Harbour) was directed to produce a plan for a 
watchhouse, with clock tower above, to be placed in such a position as to command a view 
over the harbour. M.G. Louch, Wyatt’s deputy, prepared drawings for the proposed building.

Four years later in 1809, John Rennie (the new Harbour Engineer) advised that the original  
design of the building should be modified by raising the ends to form store rooms, and by 1810 
work on the Clock House was in hand. The upper floors were added, but with no alteration to 
the floor level of the central upper chamber. Consequently we find two steps leading down 
into what is now the John Rennie Room and two more leading up to the room beyond.

In 1815 Nathaniel Gott, Rennie’s resident engineer, reported that he thought it desirable to  
have a place to deposit pitch, tar, resin etc; inflammable substances in frequent use in a  
harbour. To house the material cellars or ‘undercrofts’ were added, vaulted over with solid 
stone arches, and running the entire width of the building. His description of the Clock House 
at this time shows that the building was already partly occupied:

“In the centre on the ground floor is a general office, the right wing being hired by the Trinity  
[i.e. Trinity House], the left wing is a carpenters shop. In the centre, above the office was a fire-proof  
depository for plans and paper and the mechanism for driving the pier clock, which was housed in a 
small turret above. This clock had a strong bell which strikes the hours. The upper floor of the right wing 
is attached to the Trinity storeroom, whilst that to the left wing is the store keeper’s department and 
model room”

THE  
RAMSGATE 

SOCIETY
Registered Charity No. 1138809

The Ramsgate Society  
is dedicated to helping make 

Ramsgate a better town in which to 
live, work and enjoy leisure.

www.ramsgate-society.org.uk

MEMBER BENEFITS
Each year, you will receive two issues of the 
Society magazine Ramsgate Matters, a 
publication packed full of items, including:

3 Ramsgate Society News and Activities, 
civic and general information on the past, 
present and future.

3 Keeping a watchful eye on and reporting 
on the fine buildings in town. One of the 
Society’s important objectives is to stimulate 
public interest in, and care for the beauty, 
history and character of the town and its 
surroundings.

Members can also attend:

3 A programme of Society meetings held 
once a month, from September to May. In 
addition, illustrated talks, visits, concerts 
and social events are announced on the 
website and in the society magazine. 
Members £2 (visitors also welcomed £2). 
All these are subject to times and venues 
advised in a programme issued annually.

3 Social events and outings.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

I/We would like to join the Ramsgate Society 

I/We enclose a total remittance of    £

I/We will pay by standing order  Yes  No

Title: 

Name(s): 

Address: 

Post Code: 

Tel. No: 

Email: 

Signature:    Date:

I/We will be pleased to assist the Society: 
 Yes  No

Interests:
 Clerical  Computer 

 Accounts  Committee 
 Social  Research 

 Planning  Fundraising

Other interest or skills:

THE RAMSGATE SOCIETY 
ALSO PUBLISHES THE 

‘RAMSGATE TOWN TRAIL’ 
GUIDE
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CLOCK HOUSE



In 1815, the Astronomer-Royal John Pond, Professor S. Vince and the Admiralty, together with 
Captain Kater FRS and others connected with naval and mercantile marine affairs proposed 
the establishment of an observatory and the laying of a Solar Transit Line to facilitate  
correction of ships’ chronometers and to aid nautical science generally. The Trustees agreed 
to this and a solar transit line and clockroom were established beneath the central tower.

By 28th July, 1817, the Clock House was considered complete. But it was a further two years 
before the solar observatory was in operation. The meridian line, laid by Lieut Matthew  
Curling Friend, R.N., was shown to Sir William Curtis, Chairman of the Harbour Trustees on May 
8th 1819. Thereafter an order was placed for an Astronomical Clock of the kind already in use 
at Greenwich.

There are no records showing exactly how the sun’s transit of the meridian line was observed. 
Some sort of shadow-throwing device of sufficient precision for accurate clock-setting would 
have been used. A suggested method is described in the John Rennie Room – formerly the 
Solar Observatory – where the Ramsgate Meridian may be seen cutting diagonally across  
the Floor.

On the authority of the solar transit line the Harbour Master at Ramsgate, Lieut John  
Woolward, began logging entries in his journal according to Ramsgate Mean Time on  
Monday 18th November, 1822. It was not for a further 26 years, on 1st November 1848, that 
Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) was kept at Ramsgate for the convenience of shipping.

In 1860 two coffee/reading rooms for the use of local fisherman were constructed against the 
seaward side of the Clock House. Built of timber and corrugated iron, and supported on a 
level with the upper floor by iron stanchions, these additions were removed in 1936.

Included among the building’s numerous occupants over the years have been the Royal 
Navy, Trinity House and the General Steam Navigation Company whose pleasure steamers 
used to run between Ramsgate and London and who were already in part occupation in 
1881. More recent occupants have included a sailing school and the R.N.L.I. The Clock House 
became home to Ramsgate Maritime Museum in 1984.
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